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A Family

ULTIMATE INTERIORS

TRADITION

_ﬂ_-. Calleem R.‘H‘h‘

BORN INTO THE BUSINESS, FURNITURE, INTERIOR DESIGHER

MICHAEL KREISS [5 CONTINUING HIS FAMILY'S TRADITION OF TOP-

NOTCH FURMISHINGS AND STAND-OUT INTERIORS. THE DESIGHIR S NOTION

OF SOFT CONTEMPFORARY 15 MAKING WAVES ON THE WEST COAST AND

FEOVING MOPULAR ON A NATIOMAL SCALE,

BOTH INSIDE THE DWELLINGS

OF THE RICH AND FAMOUS AND THE EVERY DAY HOMEOWNER.

YO MKGHT 54Y MICHAEL KREISS was born ineo the fur-
nizhang feld’s roval family, Over 61 pears ago. the designer’s
grandfather Murmay left his career with a silver company o
btf;in hig e |m]:H.1r".|'r% business, whach he IFPTU'PI.‘II.!E'.T
bbeled Kresss. Today, the last name thae has been molded
ared cared for by three generasions 5 a well-known brand
aiwd titenor design powerhouse with 19 showsooms
throughout the country.

As a poungster, Michael hung srouisd the Bammaly svore in
West Hollrwood, abways knowing thar someday he would
be warking for the company his grandfacher founded. Aftes
recenving a degree i polineal science fram UCLA {which,
be admits, hasnt come i handy) and a stint a5 a rop-ranked
gennis pliver (his brother, Bob, incidenrally won Jamior

Wimbleden ), Michael began his destined caneer ot age 20,

In the beginning, the designer was daing everything—
nunaing the cash register, opening baves and denving trocs,
“I started from the Fuund ul:!.'h-l RV And up 1= ﬂ:acr]}'
where he went. In 1975, Michael became _p-rr-.q:iﬁ*ﬂl; of the
soenpany and citablished 168 intenor design component just
twa years later,

As president and chief esecusive officer, che designer is
mnlinl.l'ing F-']Iﬂ: I'."I- ﬂlﬂllﬂ] ]'l.ﬂ.':'r !-'?!r.“. O3 l'}l.ln E‘ﬂ ]-'I::.I'.'l
domg—perfecting a unique design style with & global poinr
o view, Tt was during the compary'’s earhy years thae the
Kreisz brand became SYTICALYTIL L wich higjﬂ-quﬂiq,l. CROLEE
impores, In facr, Murray was one of the first co impore
from Japan, and his son, Morman, contmued the famly
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IM HIS FURKITURE COLLECTIONS. MICHAEL KREISS ADMITS HIS BENT 15

CLASSIC WITH & YOUNG, C G nte m P O I'a rY EDGE

tradition by bringing in fernishmgs from Tealy and the
Ohient. {Michsel and his brothers often accompanied cheir
pactnts on these trips around the world, and i s from those
expeniences that the designer draws maost of his inspiration. )
Tnd:.:,r. the COATIPArTY uphnld; irz high ENPHECEATIONS far glntu.l_
goods through exclusive contraces with skilled artisans in
Italy and the Far East.

Ini spive ot the firms woekdly flair, it was in the cadly
P0s—when it blended elegance and casual comfore to
establish the Californas look—char the Kreiss name came
cait: ahead off the pack. "We loak to surselves as one of
the pioreers of the Californda keok and dhat was an over-
sruffed, mamarnl, blescled, cenmired book,” Michel says.
However, even thas style—gust ke the Gelden Staze
irself—has svalved to assamilate incernational influences,

S bow does the designer define hes own style predidec-
tiaris? ] searted hike a L].'F-in:ll teenager wirth htmhag sruff”
bve says, “Bus T was abways eather comtemporary” In his
furmture collections, Michael admits lus bene 1= classic
with a young, comtemporary edge; for interiors, he prefers
meutral, serong backgroands emphaszed by are, antigues
and accessomes—thes: treasured [preces are often hunied
aed pachered froom far g locales by the Keeisa family,

Thas phalosoply has made bebevers our of bsg names
such & Muhsmamsd All, Kevin Costaer, Michael Josdan,
Beuce Springsteen and Britney Speass. "1 think theres 2
certain duc-ness we have tha [celebnties] like," Michael
says. “Its mot so haughty, and s mor 5 cold as some
contemnporary stuff can be” The most recent celebs to

138 seraTEswEsT.COM

fall under the Kreiss spell inchsde Pete Sampeas, Andre
Aguessi and Travis Too

Baut the famous aren't the only ones flling for che
company’s soft contemparary look—tegular folks are as
well, "Conrempotary often s hird-edged, chrome, glassy,
cold, industrial” he says. “I'm really kiking [the idea of
Furninere with] cleaner lises i with sarmer marenals,
colors and |'_'|.'er. it's| still comfortable.” These inclinatians
are reflected in lines like the comparys Librs and Ares
callectsoms, which mix matenals like wood and stone for
a stunning et simple boak.

TF yous ton find yonieseli” falling for the designers digs,
you may decide to seek him out For a Rutare progect. But you
shonld do a n:|-|.||:h|= Ir.'|1irigs e pire pune for chis pﬂ[:n,en:]ﬁp.
In particular, Michael recommends collecting magazme
chippings that dlusmace pour color and style preferences
and knowing how vou want o wie the toom m question.
“Function bicse” he advses. After that, leave the rest up to
him and his savvy crewe “The joy of the design deparcment
is 10 have people enjoy their home more” he says. “If they'ne
proud and enjay their home, we've dane our job” 2§

ABOUT MICHAEL KREISS

For more informaton about Michasl Kraiss,
his work or hes stores, call 300.573.4771, ar
wis|T wwaw krelss.com.




Ll OO

HIS STYLE BN A FEW WORDS

HI5 PERSOMAL MOTTO

CLOLORS FOR THE MNOW
FAVCHRITE FARRICS

DESIGH HULES HE LIVEES BY
FAYVURITE PRODUCT TO DESHIN

FORM ORF FURCTION

FANORITE IMPORT SPOT

ALLESSURIES DU JOUR

FANORITE ROOM TO DECORATE

SO COMBEMRaand Comforiale conempanan:”
“I ks bo be & good spansman—eat noudes
WONKINE hern, paying feir ard beng an alk-arund
2004 perzon.”
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“Chanife and sueda”
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